Book reviews
Esophageal Hiatus Hernia: Rationale and Results of Anatomic Repair by Thomas Gahagan MD and Conrad R Lam MD pp xvi + 189 illustrated $19.50 Springfield, III.: Charles C Thomas 1976 A so-called monograph by two authors sounds like a contradiction in terms. However, the original author died during the preparation of the book and the work was completed by the second author.
The authors have no doubt that Allison was right in every detail concerning both the pathological anatomy and surgical treatment of hiatus hernia. Whilst it is gratifying to have the work of a great English surgeon recognized abroad and particularly in the United States, this book adds little or nothing to our knowledge. It is not much more than a reiteration of Allison's classic papers garnished with the authors' own figures.
It comes as a surprise to read that coronary angiography should be performed to help distinguish between anginal pain and pain due to peptic aesophagitis. A further surprise to surgeons who find managing one needle at a time a sufficient challenge, is the description of an interesting technique in which a special needle-holder carrying two needles is employed.
The most useful section of the book is that in which special problems related to hiatus hernia are discussed and in particular the section on the diagnosis and management of Schatzki rings.
The book is profusely illustrated. 1976 This book consists of the papers presented at a symposium on Nuclear Ophthalmology. The early contributions concern the basic physics of radiation and the measuring techniques required in this field.
The main clinical subjects discussed are the use of radioisotopes in the detection and diagnosis of malignant disease in the eye and orbit. Many of the techniques require highly sophisticated apparatus and although most authors are optimistic about the value of this type of examination no method is infallible. The use of the indirect ophthalmoscope and fluorescein angiography have enabled the correct diagnosis to be made in almost all eyes with clear media. Radionucleide screening may have a place in the diagnosis of orbital lesions but is unlikely to rival the newer radiological and ultrasonic methods.
This book is mainly of value to those undertaking research in the use of radioisotopes for physiological or diagnostic purposes and those clinicians who specialize in neoplastic diseases of the eye and orbit. This is a most readable book on the management of renal calculi which effectively reviews some of the classical work which is often forgotten in this exploding area of research. Like many American publications it does not refer to current research outside North America which may irritate British readers. It has a rather didactic approach to treatment which is dealt with in a series of case histories which surely cannot be statistically significant. This may not matter because in the vast majority of patients with stones a high fluid intake and the administration of acid phosphate is still recommended. The work presented by Dr Yendt on the use of thiazides in the prevention of calcium stones is already well known. This is a classical work from the Institute of Urology in London although it does not seem to be acknowledged.
To discuss the whole of surgical intervention in patients with urinary tract stones in four and a half pages is rather casual. None ofthe very well known papers from Professor Blandy's department are discussed. It would have been interesting if more space had been attributed to this rather than spending fourteen pages on X-rays of stones of dubious teaching value.
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